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1. Overview of Projects Accomplished with 2016 MGPUB Funds

The Oyster Recovery Partnership (ORP) had a successful 2016 planting season in part due to the
grant funds received from the MGPUB. The funds enabled ORP to plant 12.29 million spat on shell (SOS),
exceeding the grant deliverable of three million oysters. These oysters were planted on 1.87 acres on
the restoration site S0_09 (Figure 1, Table 2) in the Little Choptank River, ORP's primary focus area for
the 2016 deployment season. Since ORP has partnered with MG PUB, we have deployed 51.2 million
oysters.
Grant funds were also leveraged to enable ORP to collect shell from local restaurants through
OR P's Shell Recycling Alliance (SRA). The demand, price and scarcity of oyster shell has increased in
Maryland over the years, and 2016 was no exception. Because Maryland hatcheries use only oyster shell
in the production of SOS, it is a vital part of the restoration process. In 2015 SRA collected 26,066
bushels, about one third of the shell ORP acquired that year. This year, we have currently recycled
28,000 bushels of shell and anticipate surpassing 30,000 bushels by years end. Shells collected through
this recycling program are aged, cleaned and then reused as substrate for juvenile oysters that are
deployed back into the Chesapeake Bay.
The 2016 MGPUB grant funds supported ORP staff, supplies and other costs associated with the
recycling of shell and the production and planting of the spat on shell at ORP's field facility on the
campus of the University of Maryland Horn Point Oyster Hatchery in Cambridge, MD. ORP has promoted
MGPUB as a partner via its social media channels in 2016 and on signage at ORP events.
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